
At the Regular Meeting of the Accomack County Board of Supervisors, held on the 14th day of 
December 2023, at the Chincoteague Volunteer Fire Company located at 5052 Deep Hole Road 
Chincoteague, VA 23336. 
 
1. Opening of Meeting  

MEMBERS PRESENT AND ABSENT  
Board of Supervisors Present:  
William J. “Billy” Tarr  
Robert D. Crockett, Chair  
Ron S. Wolff  
Donald L. Hart, Jr.  
Vanessa Kay Johnson  
H. Jackie Phillips (J. Phillips)  
Paul E. J. Muhly  
Harrison W. Phillips, III (H. Phillips), Vice-Chair  
C. Reneta Major  
 
Board of Supervisors Absent:  
None  
 
Others Present:  
Mr. Michael T. Mason, County Administrator  
Ms. Jan Proctor, County Attorney  
Mrs. Jessica Taylor Hargis, Executive Assistant  
 
Chairman Crockett requested a moment of silence to honor the late Supervisor Laura Belle 
Gordy who had passed away on December 7, 2023. Ms. Gordy was a longtime District 7 
representative having served seven four-year terms, on the Accomack Board of Supervisors, 
retiring in 2019. 

 
1.1 The Invocation was given by Mr. Wolff 

 
1.2 Pledge of Allegiance 

 
1.3 Adoption of Agenda 
On a motion made by Mr. Hart and seconded by Mr. Wolff, the Accomack County 
Board of Supervisors voted to adopt the agenda as it was presented.  

 
1.4 Consider Allowing Remote Participation of Board Member(s) (if warranted)  

There was no request for Remote Participation. 
 

2. Public Comment  
2.1 Public Comment Rules 

 Ms. Proctor read the Public Comment rules into the record. The following person signed up 
to speak: 
 
1. Daniel Hagan – Chincoteague, VA – Hagan Industries dba Quantum Real Estate 

Reviewed his proposed housing project for veteran housing, the Never Leave a Veteran 
Behind project proposed in the Town of Parksley. Mr. Hagan requested that the Board 
approve the letter of support on its Consent Agenda. 



3. Consideration of Minutes  
3.1 November 15, 2023, Regular Meeting Minutes 

On a motion made by Mr. Hart and seconded by Mr. Wolff, the Accomack County Board 
of Supervisors voted to adopt the November 14, 2023, regular meeting minutes. 
 

4. Recognitions  
The following resolutions were presented by Chairman Crockett: 

4.1 Presentation of Resolution to Samuel Cooper, Clerk of the Circuit Court, 
recognizing 40 years of service to the County.  
Mr. Cooper was unable to attend; the staff agreed to deliver his resolution. 

 



4.2 Presentation of Resolution to Debbie Midgett, Commissioner of Revenue, 
recognizing 42 years of service to the County 
Ms. Midgett expressed her thanks and appreciation to the Board. 
 

 



4.3 Presentation of Resolution to Ron Wolff, Supervisor Election District 2 
Mr. Wolff thanked the Chairman and fellow supervisors for their support over the years.  

 
 
4.4 Presentation of Resolution to Paul Muhly, Supervisor Election District 4 



Mr. Muhly thanked the Board for their civility and respect over his two terms. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



4.5 Presentation of Resolution to Harrison W. Phillips, III, Supervisor Election District 5 
 

Mr. Phillips thanked Chairman Crockett, fellow Board members, and citizens for 
allowing him to serve them over the last eight years. 
 

 
 



4.6 Presentation of Plaque to 2023 Chair Robert R. Crockett by Vice-Chairman Harrison W. 
Phillips, III. 

 
5. Consent Agenda  
On a motion made by Mr. H. Phillips and seconded by Mr. Wolff, the Accomack County 
Board of Supervisors voted to approve the following items from the Consent Agenda: 

 
5.1 Consider accepting a grant award from Virginia 9-1-1 Services Board allowing 

for staff recognition bonuses to Sheriff's Office communication operator staff 
5.2 Consider Approving Virginia Telecommunications Initiative (VATI) 2024 

Letter of Support and Financial Commitment 
5.3 Consider accepting revised County FY25 Annual Fiscal Plan (Budget) Deliberations 

Calendar 
5.4 Consider Approving a Letter of Support for the "Never Leave a Veteran Behind" 

Housing Project proposed for the Town of Parksley 
 

6.  No items were removed from the Consent Agenda. 

7.  Report of Public Officials 

7.1 Accomack County Sherriff Todd Wessells - Budget Amendment for Jail Camera System 

Sheriff Wessells thanked the departing Supervisors H. Phillips, Muhly, and Wolff for their 
work and support of the Sheriff’s Office employees during their tenures. 

Sheriff Wessells reviewed his request for a new camera system outside of the regular 
budget cycle noting that the system was failing, placing inmates and employees in danger. 

The Sheriff requested funding for $104,000, from any funds available to support the jail’s 
security. Chairman Crockett confirmed that funding was available. 

On a motion made by Mr. Hart and seconded by Mr. H. Phillips, the Accomack County 
Board of Supervisors voted to approve a budget amendment to use capital/public safety 
funds for $104,000 in additional funding for the proposed replacement of the Accomack 
County Sheriff’s Office jail security camera system. 

 
8.  Old Business 

8.1 Receive an update on draft MOU discussions with the Greenbackville, Parksley, 
Painter, and Oak Hall, AND consider approving the final language for each company 
MOU, and authorizing the County Administrator to pursue execution 

Director Pruitt thanked departing Supervisors Muhly, H. Phillips, and Wolff for their 
support. Director Pruitt reported that he was able to successfully work through to 
create Memorandums of Understandings with: 

• Greenbackville Volunteer Fire Department - Barry Outten, Fire Chief & Heath 
Bodley, Deputy Chief 

• Oak Hall Rescue - Mike Rudder, President & Dean Orsino, Rescue Captain 
• Painter Volunteer Fire Company - Company's Board of Directors 
• Parksley Volunteer Fire Company - Daryn Fussell, President 



He further reported that he had been in contact with Tangier and they will work 
towards an agreement in early 2024.  

On a motion made by Mr. Wolff and seconded by Mr. J. Phillips, the Accomack 
County Board of Supervisors voted to accept and approve the four (4) 
presented Memorandums of Understanding with: 
 

• Greenbackville Volunteer Fire Department  
• Oak Hall Rescue 
• Painter Volunteer Fire Company  
• Parksley Volunteer Fire Company  

 
8.2 Receive a status update on the Onancock Volunteer Fire Department MOU approved 

by the Board of Supervisors on 11/15/23 and its 12/15/23 deadline for execution 
Mr. Mason reported that the signed agreement had been received from Onancock 
Volunteer Fire Company on December 14, 2023. 

 
9.  Appointments 

9.1 Appointments 
On a motion made by Mr. J. Phillip and seconded by Mr. Wolff, the Accomack County 
Board of Supervisors voted to reappoint the following to the Accomack-Northampton 
Planning District Commission: 

 
 

On a motion made by Ms. Major and seconded by Mr. H. Phillips, the Accomack County 
Board of Supervisors voted to reappoint Ms. Peggy Shaeffer to the Eastern Shore 
Community College Board.  

 

 On a motion made by Mr. Hart and seconded by Ms. Major, the Accomack County Board 
of Supervisors voted to reappoint Ms. Sue Mastyl, in her position as a BOS designee, to the 
Eastern Shore Groundwater Committee for a term to begin on January 1, 2024, and expire 
on December 30, 2027.  

 

On a motion made by Mr. Wolff and seconded by Mr. H. Phillips, the Accomack County 
Board of Supervisors voted to reappoint Mr. Tom Wall to serve an additional four-year 
term to begin on January 1, 2024, and expire on December 30, 2027.  
 

 On a motion made by Mr. Hart and seconded by Ms. Major, the Accomack County Board 
of Supervisors voted to reappoint the following to the Harborton Public Facilities 
Committee: 

 
 
 



9.2 Attendance Reports were included in the Board’s agenda packet.  
 

10.  New Business 

10.1 Receive Status on the Issuance of the County's FY23 Audited Financial 
Statements (delayed) as required by Code of Virginia Section 15.2-2511 
Mr. Mason reported that as of December 14th, the County’s report was still pending. 
 

11.  County Administrator's Report 

11.1 Memorialized previous dissemination of Code of Virginia Section 2.2 Chapter 
37 Virginia Freedom of Information Act to satisfy COV 2.2-3702 requirement 
of BOS members 

11.2 Memorialized previous dissemination of Code of Virginia Section 2.2 Chapter 
31 State and Local Conflict of Interests Act to satisfy COV 2.2-3100.1 
requirement to BOS Members 

11.3 Other: Reported on the ANEC Electric Vehicle Charging Stations in 
Accomack County. 

Mr. Muhly inquired about the cost; Mr. Mason was unaware but committed to 
finding out the cost. A brief discussion ensued. 

 
12.  County Attorney's Report 

 Ms. Proctor had no report. 

13.  Board of Supervisors Comment Period 

 Tarr – Good well to those departing 

 Major – Holiday wishes – Wished those supervisors departing 

 Muhly – Earlier in the week, the Parksley Town Council had a holiday event for its 
employees and officials. Following dinner, awards were presented, including – the award 
of Brotherhood of Born-here, so he is no longer a come-here.  Merry Christmas, Happy 
Hannukah 

 Hart – Happy Holidays – Will miss departing supervisors  

 H. Phillips - thanked fellow BOS members for teaching him the ropes – an honor – Merry 
Christmas, Kwanza, Hannukah –  

 Wolff – Thanked Chairman, BOS, and citizens – “A long strange trip” – Grateful dead. – 
involved in the community for nearly 60 years.  
Announced that he would be serving as the Director at Eastern Shore Rail to Trail 
Foundation. 
 

 Crockett – Pleasure working with three departing members. The current Board has 
addressed many issues, with the support of tremendous staff. When together as often as the 
Board is, it becomes a family. Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays, and thanked the staff 
for their work. 



14.  Budget and Appropriation Items 

14.1 Consider Approving Resolution to Amend the FY24 Budget 

On a motion made by Mr. Hart and seconded by Mr. H. Phillips, the Accomack County 
Board of Supervisors voted to approve the following amendments to the FY24 Budget: 

 



15.  Payables 

15.1 Consider Payables 
Mr. Mason certified the December Payables.  
 

On a motion made by Mr.  J. Phillips and seconded by Mr.  Tarr, the Accomack County 
Board of Supervisors voted to approve the December Payables.  
 

16.  Mandatory Training 

16.1 The Board received a group COIA training webinar offered by the Virginia Conflict of 
Interest and Ethics Advisory Council, to satisfy Virginia Code Mandate 2.2-3132 (b) 

 
17.  Closed Meeting 

There was no Closed Session. 
 

18.  Adjournment 
18.1 Adjournment 

 
On a motion made by Mr. Wolff and seconded by Mr. Muhly, the Accomack County Board 
of Supervisors voted to adjourn at 6:41 p.m. 
 

19.  Informational Items 
19.1 Eastern Shore Public Library: Executive Director's Report 
19.2 VDOT Speed Study Results: Saxis Road 
19.3 VDOT Speed Study Results: Fleming Road 
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